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When Cost of hiving Really Was High

TO those who continue to repine over the
high cost of living, attention is directed

Respectfully to "War News Fifty Years Ago,"
r»s it is reproduced on this page to-day. That
collcction of interesting happenings recites
the sale of meal ill the Richmond market at
the very moderate price of $90 a bushel.

Other necessities of life, including news¬

papers. were at a similar premium. .The
fcuhscrihers to the old Disprftch paid some¬
thing like $100 a week for the privilege of
being kept informed of the progress of the
"War Between the States. Nowadays the war
in Europe is rather more completely reported
pi. a much more moderate charge.

S$ cheer up. folks of Richmond! The
Worst that can befall this city happened a

Jialf century ago, and not within the last
pionth or year.

Parlors for lienux

THE Milwaukee Y. W. C. A. lias had put. to
it. a serious proposition for tlio estab¬

lishment of a courting parlor. It is argued
that jviBt so long as there are pretty girls in
the V. \V. C. A. there will he men In the
oiling, and the beau question cannot be side¬
tracked. No huinnn being who thinks will
deny the conclusion.

On the surface, this will appear as a
humorous episode, or perhaps some of the
¦world's long-faced brethren and sisters will
bo shocked! But in an institution of the
sort, not only is it true that girls are entitled
to opportunity to love and he loved, but it is
rssential to human happiness that this oppor¬
tunity ho not withheld for any consideration
Whatever.

By all means, put courting parlors in the
homes of girls, whether such homes be indi¬
vidual or institutional. Hang up the mistle¬
toe in season, and let them play post-office
nnd clap-in-and-clap-out. The mating in¬
stinct is strong in a healthy race, and it is
<far bettor to have courting parlors indoors
.tlian to establish them on street corners anda
park bench cs.

.Sound Advice to the City

THE Chamber of Commerce expresses the
conservative and common sense view

when it urges the city government to sell the
3* ord lot to the State, to furnish a site for
the erection of a State office building. The
fr-tate needs an office building and can afford
to build it, while if the city needs such a
structure, as it. very probably does, it needs
other things.'sVv uiul-'h more that comparison
is futile.

Three-fourths of Richmond's streets are
unpaved, and there are great public improve¬
ments in the recently annexed territory that
should not be delayed. Modern pavingwould add immeasurably more to the city'shealth, cleanliness and business prosperitythan any municipal building that could pos¬
sibly be constructed.

It is true that some means of assessingpaving improvement in part against abutting
property-owners will have to be devised be-
Jore extensive operations can be contem¬
plated. but such an arrangement ought not
to be impossible. There is a sewer tax, and
for sidewalks the city collects the whole cost
Jrom the property-owner. Why cannot a
Similar policy be devised and legally fortl-
lied. that will result in substantial accretions
to our mileage of smoothly paved thorough-lares?

A Public Benefactor

WILLIAM KINO Is dead. Ho died i»
Philadelphia. To the average personthis news conveys nothing William King

was a chef. Think of a chafing dish, then of
chicken, and immediately the cultivated taste
exclaims: "Ah! Chicken a la Klnp!" Pre-
cisely. William King invented tlx- costlydish that bears the name. He Is hut jchicken a la King will live long after him.He who can make a new dish is a public jbenefactor. From the crust and water of
poverty to the Norwegian grouse. pheasant i" nnd hubbies of allluence is a long step. NowChef King stepped in between the crust andthe pheasant and Invented something to makechicken more attractive. It had 'In- addedadvantage of being possible as a leftover inquiet homes. What's left of chicken a laKing might be intrusted with th- responsi¬bility of becoming something « !?. aw i. :h<.next day.

Again, let it be known that William Kingwas a public benefactor He did ii. one direc¬tion what. Edison and Marconi a:.d Santos-Dumont did in another And, in so far asJie added a touch of joy to ?ho nn-n.al man'spleasure of eating. Willi,.m King's nameShould be remembered. if only to . ncouraguothers to bo equally industry im ir the pur¬suit of culinary knowledge

"CllicaRO Must Look lo Her l.atnels
HICAOOANH are justly proud of theirgreat pork-pacV :.g .. ia' shmeuts,which have reduced p m nation toKV.V.i finer art »»ven than mo-b-rn war ?..*& madej& of the butchery of mer When strangerK, vinit ¦ Chicago, the three poin':- ;f interest

w-

certain to be exhibited by tho proud native
:>re Dearborn Avenue, the University of Chi¬
cago and the pork-packing factories. The
native will glibly relate how many hogs can
be disposed of per minute, and the unsophls-
nuMit°d StrHI1Be,' a,wa>'s Rasps with astonlsh-

llut it appears that Germany Is about to go
l hicago one better. It is estimated that the
pig population of Germany numbers 20 000 -

00o. i>igS are hearty feeders, as all farmers
can testify, and Germany has no supply of
food for them. The people require all of the
grain, and a? for slops.why, there are no
slops at present in Germany. Tho govern-
went has Issued broadcast cookbooks telling
how succulent and nourishing dishes may be
made out of potuto peelings. This is very
sad for the pigs. Soldiers can live on half-
rations or almost no rations at all.like Lee's
army.and light all tho hotter for empty
stomachs, but a lean pig is no good as a pig.

Therefore. Germany is going to decree a
gieat massacre of hogs. The 20,000,000 will
be reduced by 16.000.000. slaughtered at the
rate of -100,000 a day. Already Chicago is
green with envy. Her crown of glory is j
about to lie taken from her. What are tho
tlilllng hecatombs ofTered up in the South-
side packing-houses compared to tho exterm-
ination of 1 0.000,000 swine at one fell
svoop?

\ irginia's Escape From Inequality
|\] ou n,at 'be Assembly has finished its
1 > work, it is believed that the good ac¬
complished will be speedily evident. Wo
have cut loose from a tax system which has
always been unsatisfactory, and which is
steadily declining in the public estimate in
those States where it continues in force.
Kliodn Island has just issncd a tax report,
and it is a Jeremiad, a series of complaints.
he abused which it is hoped we are at last

rid of continue in full force in the micro-
scopio Commonwealth.

Listen to the familiar burden of this song:
"The employment of different standards of

valuation by the several municipalities leads
to inequalities, and at) unfair distribution of
the State tax. The small amounts of certain
classes of property listed and the assessed
\a 1 nation ol real estate in some instances is
so low that it would be sudicient cause for
serious anxiety, if the assessments were even

approximately correct. The use of different
percentages of.the full and fair cash value
required by law for purposes of assessment
is manifestly unfair to those communities
which assess their property in accordance
with tho law, and this is the most serious
objection to the practice."
And the following is a testimony to the

juggling of property when taxed for both
State and local purposes:

"In the absenco of some disaster, the ac¬
tual removal from the jurisdiction of physical
property, or a change in the occupations of
a considerable number of its inhabitants, it
is not reasonable to expect a falling off of
IS per cent in the valuation of tangible prop¬
erty in one farming and residential com¬
munity, especially where a fair gain in tho
valuation of buildings and improvements, as
well as a normal increase in land values, is
shown. It is noticed also that tho valuation
of intangibles in this Jurisdiction is substan¬
tially the same as last year, and that owners
of land and buildings in certain localities
practically escape taxation on tangible prop-

. . ; Wo And a municipality in no
financial difficulty, with a moderate tax rate,
which has suffered no great loss, either in
capital invested or in population, and show¬
ing at least all the outward signs of stability,
returning the assessed valuation of its land
at 3G per cent less than last year."
Comments are hardly needed. The whole

report shows the wrong and injustice of the
lax system from which Virginia has at last
escaped.

Education
YY/ tIA 1 is education? The other day a
VV Harvard professor declared that no
man can call himself educated who is unac-
quainted with the language of the ancient
Assyrians, or who cannot discuss the philoso¬
phies of the Yogi. It is commonly accepted
that a man of education must understand
Greek and Latin and one of knowledge, as
distinguished from education, must have a

I command of English. French and German.
As to mathematics, is a man educated who
cannot do a logarithm? The five-year-old
son of an assistant district attorney in Pitts¬
burgh speaks seven languages, including Es¬
peranto, ami is also a botanist and an as¬
tronomer. Is he educated, or being edu¬
cated. or is he merely a freak?

Very few men have what they themselves
would call an education, and a vast congre¬
gation of human beings cleared out of college
with systems full of information have the
slightest practical use of all they have ac¬
quired. The man who has turned himself
into an encyclopedia is very useful to himself
and a choice collection of spirits, and in a
contributory way is of great value to the
world a: large. Hut isn't he foarfullv lone¬
some?

In recent years the standard of education.
nr. applied to public schools, anticipating the
tact that relatively few scholars go beyo:i<i
the sixth grade, has been forced to include
a heroic Jamming of advanced studies, In 'he
hope that he who must perforce Btop sliurt
of college may be at least, fitted for a reason¬
able exercise of his intellectual endown.i at.
Kvery year or two something else is aiided,
some little push is given the scientific nym-
ming of facts into (he brain of man. Here
and there men and women study with huge
effort the business of "making childrf ;i pre¬
cociously learned, and children like that one
in Pittsburgh are regarded with wonicr, ad¬
miration and envy by mothers of freckled
kids, who would a heap rather play with
mud pies.

Just what a human being requires to go
creditably through his threescore and ten
years will always be a question of \tste and
;ocaliiy. Fundamentally, that wM' h given
a man or woman enough of H.o world's
knowledge to create a desire for r.: -e. is edu¬
cation practically applied. Anc after all,
the Pittsburgh boy to the contr.ir/ and the
Harvard professor notwlthstan that is
the common sense conception rf-lie term.

News from Pittsburgh contiui-s to add to
tin; dismal chorus that is sadc-wing the lives
of the calamity howlers, lifavy demands
for structural steel have lighted the fires in
all the lurid suburbs of that city, and thous¬
ands of men have been addw) *,o pay rolls of
the iron and steel masters Rt lu, Pitts¬
burgh? I

The captain of the Pr nz Eitel Friedrich
probably will have an op;>rrf.unity to realize
what is meant by the Injustice and ingrati¬
tude of princes. Or will thy Kaiser, when he
condemns the sinking of *h,j William P. Frye,
speak with hia tongue 'u hm cheek?

. i

I SONGS AND SAWS
_

Modernity.
.?. ?y w,th m«." the lover cried.

..Th^V Wfl'"hall rule some tropic Isle."
^, .wuu'd b° nlc«." the maiden slBhed
Hut somewhat lonely after while.

Suppose. Instead, we let that slide
,
* arou,,d where lights beguileh'rd#nc'"K hosts to dip and glide

hero we can see.and get.a smile?"
' a^i ngT**d.they canned the Isle
And Joys of solitude beside

Jn Pr°Z- TCh w,Kht 1,0 b,OW8 his pilein trott rles where the dance-mad bide.

'rh«' '*'»«lml»t Smymt
« hen an automobile Is about to r.,« ....

down, don't becomo excited nnri ti. »
you

The driver i«« mi» .
y to escape.

Is bo much more dignified'°" anyhow. and It

standing still.
<"Kn«Hed to meet disaster

A Modfl of Kxactneaa.
Is Miss Giddy thing

careful about keeping
appointments?"

"Very. Indeed. She Is
always exactly thVee-
quarters of an hour
late."

matr.mon7?°eS BaChe,US c.r have dreams of

II Ice ghTtnarVs*!rertms They are more

"Tl., Upholding the Standard.

nearly a million."
'

' dragged out

T,._
-An K*Planatlon.

"" '""ny "'at the price of bread
Poi-V keep on mounting higher-Perhaps tlie ve/ist thit i't nnr>t »

'

Makes It thus to asplrt. C°ntR,n8

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
ovor'Herald Ve^'t
or a Rood many^nlmn;.1':::;:. th«

butes this »r> n i
aunton Dally News contrl-

r ch, ! th0 J°urna''stlc revival: "A Mr r

fore the Va'rdTf.">% made the statement be-

<»« «>..

offered anv
COncerncd. Mr. Cllne has never

fused and
communication that ha, been re-

by « ».Mb°'LVXu.0.'.,',c ".>'-'O" "olvod

in LOMngton, says: "Thin #>vti .

Whon If
©Ml.for such 1L Is

fiuiat beal"form o f &proh IbUfon°

aasssKilticians.some of them hcn.ti. .1 V 1

Whence"'"! <he mask o^prohlWHo*
public-trough feeders and hypocrites the
beer' evil and nil the other

°

vi,s that

appear'T proh11"".

.E, "" '» '». prohibition

F~ .»

farmer r.l.o, ..oul.r ,o """"ll
grocery bills. Tho hlirli ,

"ls

Hototourt Countv suggests thit n" po",try ln

i '«'«,">. -".p.. or"»r.",o»a
people are now pavlni? for *r-nii

"own

I "z

1,1h»t tl,e government recoenlre*
lousiness n difference between big business
With J!?;' «. hlg Is indN

All America \v.ison h
' V which President

Wilson has Issued for a I»an-

to *e heir! in w '-'Sr a" commerclal conference.
1M.

1 nshlngton on May 10. The lend
Ins governments of Central ami \ «

II." American delegation will i,e mad
"

principals. 'of
u«zriza tiis.jsrsrs-
vonffrence will licit* r

k ^ that tho

101.-1o",pi' ,.u1i!;,ri'yh%orr
1 sixrx 'ri<z;i35.^vSuS?-jrr"'"tries until I i 11a nc Iair!>ia 11nn s a r1« a«7' °* COUn"

>or example, as long as the a^i sat,8factor^-.
banking through Paris fl!. i n, V f!oes ,ts
Imports will he hampered ti

American
tunlty for Northern bankers u

"ppor-
for (he bier bankor^ tu*

liand.and
not the small Institution.^^^nh%?uiVTaD|itaaitei'tXwi?& ^
h.v the leading hankers' of , e p,art c|Pate,J 'n
tries. One of the chief o».i»r.V lar,ou» coun-

«UK Is the establishment .fa "redit'8.^11"'change system between V >r, , ,and ex"

America..Indianapolis .Vows' South

Norman n. Hamilton, collector
i>.ni«« fnr of cuHtonis for this port, Is en-/¦ 11 » »'«led to liluli i»ral.sc for his nblet ollertor nm] diplomatic manner of hand-llninilton ling the most difficult and deli-rate situation which has con¬fronted any officer of the United States govern¬ment since the war in Kurope began. We havebeen in position to watoli the collector's con-duet from the moment the German cruiser PrlnzKltcl V'riedrlch arrived in this port until he madehis final report to the government, and we cantestify, and do testify, that ho acted with wisdomand discretion In all that he did, and that hewas as prudent In what he left undone as inwhat he did. Mr. Hamilton Is a young man, andhe has had little experience In public oftlce. OnWednesday last he was confronted, suddenly antlunexpectedly, with a situation unprecedented inthe history of the customs service. It mightwell have rattled the official brain of a veteran,hut It did not rattle Collector Hamilton. Hoattended to every detail with order and pre¬cision, ami rounded tip the transaction in amanner that deserves the gracious acknowledg¬ment of (he powers that be..Newport NewsPress.

The new Federal law whichprescribes strict regulations fort ho salo of narcotic poisons Isbringing to light the eases ofmany victims of the drug habitwho have been driven to despera¬tion by the sudden stoppage of their customarysupplies. How numerous these victims are isshown by tho fact that the ltoard of State Aidand Charities has felt itself impelled to providefor their treatment and relief throughout theState. Such a law was evidently badly needed,and we may well be thankful it has come If ItIs to prove as effectual as It promises to hoIn preventing the formation of such habits. Therevelation Is not only startling, hut It narrlMwith It a rebuke to local and State administra¬tion. These drugs ought never to have boen

Federal
Drupe Act
Helpful

ui (iiuiiiinvuou.iiy. uui mey evi¬
dently have boon, and the result Is a larKO cropof "dope fiends." Tho State laws have beendisregarded or treated with Indifference for
years. Hut what a change when Uncle Sum
steps In and raises a warning: finger! Thendoctors and drugRvtts and ilrui? users "sit upAnd take notice." They don't try to fool withhim. Why Is It that a State seems to find It
bo much harder to enforce a law than the Fcd-eral government finds It? We do not want to
6ee States' rights blotted out, but If States do
not learn how to create as much respect fortheir ordinances as the Federal government Is
able to inspire for Its regulations, they will, In
time, Inevitably blot them out themselves..lialtlmore Sun.

Happiness and unhapplness ar«
Irrational. They are outside of
theorizing or philosophy. A.
trivial Incident sends our spirits
up or down. "Thinking back¬
ward" Is how tho Germans de¬

scribe melancholia. The loneliness that is ex¬
perienced in crowded places and the yearningfor days gone by or for far-off scenes creep un¬
announced into the heart. Heal troubles do notkill the Joy of living. Catastrophe and hardshipchallenge the soul to combat, and there is agrim pleasure in meeting and grappling withadversity. The slumping of precious illusions,the chilling fops of misunderstanding, jealousy,
envy and self-pity pile up at timos to obscurevision. Illusions which are our playthings and
our reasons to.be alive no lonKer gleam andglisten. Drab reality supplants the radiantIdeal. 15very person has believed In bis Inner¬
most mind that he had a monopoly of sorrow andtribulation. "No one as oppressed as I walkstiiis earth." complains the unsophisticated way¬farer. Fatalists there be who argue that no
one is happier than any one else, and that howho goes down to the depths of woe merelyis paying for his ascents to tho pinnacles ofbliss.. Detroit News.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, March 15, 1865.)

There are a plenty of rumors from Petersburg,ami. In fact, all along the lines, but there is nodefinite war news from any point that Is reacha¬ble and nothing that is reliable.
The War Department has tho closed-lip policycarried to perfection. There is absolutely nochance to get a word of news from there. Whohas issued the order that closes all lips sotightly nobody seems to lenow. '

Four hundred Federal prisoners will leaveHocketts tills morning by/' the flag of truceboat, bound down tho river for exchange andshipment to the North.
,

'
All day yesterday the Federals were throat-

j enltig an attack on the Confederate lines inChesterfield County, but they decided to aban¬don it. At least, up to f o'clock last nightnothing of a serious character developed.
l>y actual count. Grant's army lias up to datedestroyed all of the houses on sixty-nine plan¬tations In Prlnlro George County. 1A raiding party of the Federals last weekvisited and partially destroyed the village ofFranklin, on -The Norfolk-Seaboard Railroad.
It Is learn/d from tho Northern papers thatMajor-Generpi Devi Wliltinp, who was woundedand taken ifrisoner at the fall of Fort Fisher, inNorth Carolina, died last week at Governor'sIsland, N. V. His remains were burled fromTrinity Church, in New York City, by ills rel¬atives and friends, who wero Northern people.Colonel W. 11. Harman, of Staunton, was mur¬dered in cold blood In tho streets of Waynes¬boro by the Yankees after ho had surrendered

as a prisoner of war. Colonel Harman was thegrand master of Masons In Virginia at the timeof his death.
A New York paper Just to hand says: "A partyof rebel cavalry, under command of a nephewof ex-Governor I..etcher, of Virginia, attemptedto make a crossing at Muddy Crook branch, ontho Upper Potomac. Tlioy wore met by thoNew Hampshire First Cavalry, and defeated,and young betcher ami ten of his men werekilled."
Orders have been issued by Federal GeneralFry that tho draft in New York City he com¬menced to-day. Lively times are expected.
Gold is down to 193 in New York City, andbut llttio of It offering.
The Hichmond city markets continue to hobaro of all seasonable articles, such as vege¬tables. etc. Meal sold yesterday for $ Ii 0 a[ bushel.

The Voice of the People
Former Virginian Condemns Crrmuny.To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.A copy of the Hichmond Times-Dispatchof Murch Cth came to hand not long ago. Theappearance of my old "homo paper" of twentyyears or more a«o was most grateful to me.1 notice, however, that your editorials are inlino with those of many other papers in thecountry. While evidently aware of the exactstatus of the belligerents abroad, you are evi¬dently making a strenuous ifTort at "neutrality."I have carefully studied the Issues involved,and 1 hope you will allow me to state that theconstant effort on the part of some of oureditors to combine Germany and England in acommon protest is a grave Injustice to the causeof international ethics and to Great Hritaln.In my official capacity a« I travel around theUnited States I find that the Judgment of mostintelligent men is stronply against Germany.She has been guilty of international crime, andwhile our neutrality may prevent our takingpart under arms, it should not prevent a mostpronounced condemnation and protest from theCongress of the United States, the Legislaturesof the individual States and the combined pressof our American republic. To be silent when aviRorous protest might bo effective is to be"partlceps crimlnie-' in the greatest crime ofmodern history!

WlbbTAM M. WALTON,Archdeacon of Arkansas,blttle. "Rock, Ark., March 11, 1915.

Origin
of the
Blues

Queries and Answers
Old Violin.

How may T discover whether an old violin Is
a genuine "old master" or not?

W. W. INGRAM.
By no tnenns except the judgment of an

expert. If yon will send stamped and addressed
envelope, wo shall he pleased to send tho names
and addresses of several recognized authorities
on the subJcct.

A Date.
Please tell mo what day of the month was

the first Saturday in November, 1911. X. X.
The 4 th.

Nnvnl Acndemj-.
Please tell me how to find subjects covered

In the first year at the Naval Academy atAnnapolis, and whether certificate from a pre-paratorv school will admit without entranceexamination. P. O. MII,r,KK.The commandant will have sent you pamph-lets covering all matters of Interest to one pro-posing to enter the academy. The grade ofschool whose matriculation is recognized in lieuof entrance examination Is set out in some of
the circulars of Information.

War I.(Mine*.
Is it likely that we may recover from the

government losses by the destruction of prop¬erty during the Civil War? ANXIOUS.
So much depends on the circumstances that

about your best plan Is to .state them fully In
a letter to your Congressman. He will advise
and, if there is chance of recovery, aid you in
the matter.

Mayor.
Fleaae Rive the pronunciation of the word"mayor." M. C. T.
Ma-er.

Writer*.
Who was "Clalrbel," the ballad writer of fifty

years ago? To what religious denomination
does I.ord, tho author of "Beacon lights of
History," belong? J. N. II.

Mrs. Caroline Rarbard. Such books as we
havo looked into for nnswor to the secondquestion make no reference to Mr. TiOrd's religi¬
ous connection.

Th® florae.
Does military science helleve that, the horsewill disappear from warfare? INQUIRER.Not ao far m we know.

IN CASE OF NEED
Ouo of the Day's Hcst Cnrtoons.

.T"rnni tlio Tnfli.mapolls N*w».

BREATHE THE FRESH AIR!
Breathe h11 the fresh air you can pot,

nipht and day. That's what fresh air
Is for. Tho fearsome IcRnnd about the

j baleful influences of "night air" is onlyanother of tho carefully-nursed Insani-
tary bequests from our ancestors, ac-
cording to Senior Surgeon Hanks, of the
United States Public Health Service.
Whence this superstition arose mayonly l>e surmised. Perhaps it Is a sur-
vlval of the primeval cult of sun wor-
ship, which led the auclents to classifyanything outside the sphere ot solar
influence.
Our forbears were wont to caution!their offspring to "be careful about tho

night air," or children were ordered to
"coino in otit of the night air." It is
perhaps fortunate l'or tho children liv¬
ing in the Arctic Circle, where thenights are six months long, that thoiEskimo mothers do not entertain this
crude notion about night air, else their
progeny would spend half the year in¬
doors. 3

This idea is generally prevalent, and
even one of our well-known flowers Isloaded clown with *(he horrible name of"deadly nightshade," as a sort of verbalrelic of this ohl notion. The low-lyiiiRmist or fog that sometimes gathersabout tho surface of the earth under!
certain atmospheric conditions, after
sunset, was held, is held, to be "mias¬
matic" and pregnant with lethal possi¬bilities. This is worthy of all the re¬
spect that should put to any hoary ,superstition, but its place is In (he
specimen jars of an archaeological mu¬
seum, not in the showroom of modern
intellectual life.
Tho night air, minus the sun, is nodifferent from the atmosphere of a sun-

less day. The atmospheric envelope of
the earth does not change from benign
to malign in the twinkling of an eyeafter sundown. It Is still composed of
oxygen, nitrogen, argon and carbon <li-
oxide in t.he normal proportions for the
given locality. The open-air treatment
of tuberculosis and its kindred allies j

| Seventy Years in Service '
ERIK PA., March 13..Completing |her seventieth year of successful

cruising on tho Croat Hakes, the.
Wolverine, formerly tho Michigan, t
the oldest ironclad in the world, now jIn its winter berth in the harbor here,
will undergo another general over- jhauling, preparatory to resuming
its duty as a training ship for the naval
reserve.
The Wolverine, as It is now known.

was launched In this port November i>,
1S43, and went into commission Au- jgust 14, 1 S44. Since then it has been In jactive commission, either as a warship jor survey ship and incidentally as a
training ship for the naval reserves of
the <'.real Hakes, a no, although nearlng
the three-quarter century mark, is still
In good condition, and If necessary, per-
luips, could easily sink anything afloat
on the Hakes.
The Wolverine and the Michigan are,

the only two armored vessels on tho |I,akes, the Canadian government never
having taken advantage of the conces¬
sion mado when the old Michigan was
launched to place a British warship.

In connection with the history of the
Wolverlno many Interesting things
could bo told. It is, among other things,
the only Ironclad in the world that jwas built miles away from the scene
of future activities, having been built
at Pittsburgh and shipped to Lake Erie
on wagons.

It was in commission nearly elpht
years before railroad connections with
this point were established, and had
then made a trip through tho chain of
lakes. Many Indian chiefs have been
entertained in Its cabin, and during the
Civil War It saw some stirring times.

It then guarded nearly 2,000 Con¬
federate prisoners confined on John¬
son's Island In Lake Krie, and would
have taken more active part had it been
possible to get the boat through tho
Welland Canal.
Unfortunately, when Its services

would have been of the greatest value jto the government along the Atlantic
Coast, during the months Immediately]preceding the launching of the Monitor.when tho Confederate ram Merrimac jwas practically cleaning up tho Fed-
oral fleet. It was discovered the boat's
great beam made it impossible to getIt to the coast unless It should be taken
apart and shipped In sections. This
might have been done had not the gov¬
ernment anticipated the organization of
an auxiliary Confederate army in Can-ada, and It decided that it was better
to retain the ship on the Hakes to pro-vent the landing of nn expeditionary |forco from across the border.
When on guard duty on Johnson'sIsland a plot was laid by the Confcd- jcrates to capture and convert the war¬ship Into a commerce destroyer as well

as to attempt the bombardment of Hakeports. According to tho plan the ves¬sel would havo had its base on theCanadian shore, probably at Windsor.Tho plot was discovered in time toprevent Its execution, and tho Michiganwas saved.
It was tho Michigan, as then stillknown, which stopped tho Fenian Inva¬sion of Canada In 18I5G, when it over¬hauled the transport carrying re-en¬forcements outside of Buffalo, amisending a shell across Its bow, sent Itscurrying back.
Of a type of warship that has longpassed, the Michigan was tho best thatcould ho built. It measured 1 fi7 footover all, had nn extreme beam of forty-neven feet and a depth of hold of four¬teen feet. 4

. I'" mi.-* vrneraoie jar-
gon about llio deadllness of night air.
ami only tin: remarkable results of this
hygienic ai<l to its cure brought the
superstitious to a realization of the
silliness of their in^rnlnetl noctophohln.
This generation has witnessed the

emancipation of human hoinKH in re¬
spect to Uie value of fresh air, whether
In liulk or iti smaller "drafts." Prom
being a people immersed in hermetical¬
ly sealed rooms at night. hreatlil/ig our
own bodily exhalations over and over
again, a constantly increasing number
of persons are sleeping in the open, or
at least with open windows, summer
ami winter, to their great bennflt. In
the morning they are refreshed with
the pure oxygen of the nlr breathed
during sleep, not "stewed" nor "seedy"
after eight hours spent in rosplrlng and
re-respiring second-hand and shopworn
air In a closed bedroom.
A story from the trenches in France

is that a soldier wrote home to his wife
to open her windows nt ninht, as h«
had found that the night air "didn't
hurt one bit." That is the erperlence
»>f all the advocates of this sensible con-
torn.once tried the old custom of oeal-
ine one's self In nn airtight bedroom Is
never renewed. Diseases which Involve
the lungs can usually be traced to their
botrinnlng in poorly ventilated sleeping
apartment ¦. inside rooms that do not
have a share of the atmosphere. Noth¬
ing can live well or long without o*y-
gen in the nlr, and it was given to us
for breathing, night and day, not to
be taken in sparingly, as if It were a
dangerous potion. Some people are
actually afraid of ordinary, common ai
Those emancipated persons who open

their windows .»t night will tell you,
unanimously, that they cannot breathe
In a chamber unless the window Is
raised; their sense of comfort and vigor
demands the llfe-glvlng qualities of
fresh air. No greater prophylactic ad¬
vice can be promulgated than to breathe
all the fresh atmospheric air you can
get, night and day.

Admits Situation Grave
iw.u/'-'.i, i" nun)". .narcn o.. rn«

Daily Chronicle says that Theodor*
V.'olff. chief editor of the Berlin Tage-
hlatt, contributes an Interesting? article
to lus paper dealing with the bombard-
morit of tho Dardanelles. from which,
the paper says. It Is clear that ho Is
gtifi of the few German Journalists of
prominence who appreciate tho situa¬
tion which the .allies' progress in the
strait will create.

Dr. Wolff says he has no Illusions
about the. intention of tho allies 1n
forcing a passage, anil admits that, if
they aro successful, the. result will beof tremendous Import.
There Is. he says, first, an intention

to create uneasiness In <Constantinopleand strengthen the hands of the op-ponents of Knver and Talaat. ThismlRht forco the Porte either to con¬clude' a separate peace with the allies
or to withdraw the army threateningthn Suez Canal. The second object inview is to stiffen Koumania and Bul¬garia against ttie central monarchies.Von Hindenburg's recent victory andth«* evacuation of liukowina have, ac¬cording to Hr. \V<dff, taken thestrength out of the movement led bytin- ltoumanlnn leader. Take Jonescu.but it requires little Imagination tonee that Koumania and Bulgaria "wlHsing another song, presumably a songof welcome," when the allies' warshipsnppear before their harbors In thoKuxlne.

It is Italy, however, which the allieshave mainly in view, I»r. Wolff says.For months their agents have been atwork whispering in Italy's ear andwarning her that a power which de¬clines to take part In the contiict can¬not expect any portion of the spoil.Italy seems to be Dr. Wolffs chiefhope. The Italians nro a nation, hesays, which reckons coolly and care¬fully, and it is Just possible th.'it theBritish politicians who are counting onits co-operation are In the position ofthe milkmaid in the fable who engagedtoo prematurely in counting herchickens.
Besides, asks Or. Wolff, will not thepossession of Constantinople bo de¬cided on Kuropean battlefields, and notin tho Dardanelles? He recognl7.es,however, tho danger, and reluctantlyquotes from a leading Swiss Journal,which roundly declares that war isunavoidable if Italy Is not squarod withtho Trentlno, and that, If tlio Trentinois not ceded, revolution la certain aswell as war.

Tl|> to UlNtorinnn.
(Springfield Republican.)T'orhaps some futuro historian willnote the fact that tho Massachusettsllouso debated earnestly the licensingof cats during the most critical hours oftho greatest of world wars.

I'ennnrlvnnln I'roNpfrity,
CPhlladolphia ledger.)Fifteen thousand Pennsylvania farm¬ers own automobiles and more aro buy¬ing. And the best of it \» they don'thave to get up before daybreak to feedthe crlttera.

On the Snored Prajrer Huff.
(Columbia Stat®.)rf th® Sultan still hnn that pray«rrug, thin appears to b« th® psychologicaltime to us« It.


